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stood for Paris itself—traditional home of Radicalism and
democratic Republicanism. He was elected by 245,000 votes,
and a coup tfetat was staged. But Boulanger's nerve seems to
have failed at the last moment—or else his incorrigible frivolity
and laziness gained the upper hand. He did not march on the
filysee, preferring the attractions of his mistress, Madame de
Bonnemain. The Republic was saved by little effort or virtue
of its own.
But the Government, given breathing-space as by a miracle,
acted quickly. It abolished the electoral method of scrutin d€
liste, instituted only four years before, and prohibited multiple
candidacies. This foiled the Boulangist plan of making the
General stand in every constituency at the forthcoming general
elections, and forced him to expend his personal strength and
appeal in one constituency only. It meant a hasty revision of
the orthodox Republican conception of democratic machinery.
As Professor Brogan puts it: 'The abolition of scrutin de lisle was
the abandonment of a reform preached by great Republican
leaders, and the prohibition of multiple candidacies was a
direct attack on the free choice of universal suffrage, but the
Republicans were, for the moment, cured of their mystical
deference to that political God.5 The new Prime Minister,
Tirard, and his Minister of the Interior, Constans, took action
against the League of Patriots, and planned to bring Boulanger
to trial before the Senate, as the High Court. Boulanger, suc-
cessfully scared, fled to Brussels on the appropriate date of
April i. Two years later he shot himself on the grave of his
mistress, and provoked from Clemenceau the comment that he
'died as he had lived, like a subaltern'.1
timprey, the Marquis de Beauvoir, and Gomte Albert de Mun (see
p. 62 above). She blames Madame de Bonnemain for the loss of
courage, and general demoralization, of Boulanger.
1 On the debate about scrutin de liste as against scrutin imi-
nominal, see above, Chapter III, p. 94.
The system of multiple candidacies—by which anyone could stand
for several constituencies at once though he could sit for only one of
them, was carried over into the Third Republic from the electoral laws
of 1849, adopted in the 1871 elections and endorsed by the constitu-

